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Monofilament is a strong, flexible plastic line 
that can last up to 600 years in freshwater. It can be 
hazardous to people and wildlife. 

Monofilament Fishing Line Recycling Receptacles 
help save wildlife by keeping fishing lines out of 
waterways and reducing entanglements. 

How monofilament recycling bins help wildlife
●	� Prevents entanglements: Monofilament can 

entangle birds, fish, and propellers. 
●	� Keeps it out of waterways: 

Discarded fishing line can 
threaten marine life and 
damage boats. 

●	� Reduces hazards: 
Monofilament can pose a 
tripping hazard to people 
walking along waterways. 

●	� Prevents deaths: Monofilament can kill birds, 
turtles, fish, and small mammals. 

How to Recycle Monofilament Recycling 
●	� Put only used fishing line in a monofilament 

recycling bin. 

●	    �Find a designated collection station. You can 
call your state’s fish and wildlife department 
to find out where to go. 

Other ways to help pick up monofilament line 
that you find: report tangled animals immediately, 
replace your monofilament line regularly, and switch 
to biodegradable line instead of monofilament. 

As a project, FCAL purchased materials and labels 
and assembled Monofilament Fishing Line Receptacles 

which were then donated to Lake 
Associations in Forest County. 
The following lakes received our 
containers to be placed at their boat 
landings: Lake Metonga, Roberts 
Lake, Lake Lucerne, Silver Lake, 
Pine Lake, Pickerel Lake, Lily Lake, 
Sevenmile Lake, Kentuck Lake and 
Mole Lake.

Forest County Association of Lakes has them 
available for free for Lake Associations who are FCAL 
Members. Otherwise, they can be purchased for  
$150.00 apiece.

Submitted by FCAL Board Member Greg Schultz

Recycling Monofilament Fishing Line

2025

FOREST COUNTY
ASSOCIATION
      OF LAKES

The purpose of FCAL, Inc. is to facilitate education, research and sharing between organizations, 
governmental bodies and the general public of Forest County to protect Forest County inland waterbodies, 
environs and watershed for now and future generations, including but not limited to: aestheticbeauty, water 
quality, wildlife habitat and fisheries.

“Every lake belongs to the quietness 
desired by the swans.”   Munia Khan

“If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in the water.” Loren Eiseley

Attention!
THIS NEWSLETTER IS MAILEDTO EACH RIPARIAN LAND OWNER IN FOREST COUNTY. IT DOES 

NOT INDICATE MEMBERSHIP IN FCAL!  PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING FCAL BY COMPLETING THE 
MEMBERSHIP FORM IN THE BACK OF THIS NEWSLETTER AND SENDING IT IN 

OR APPLY ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE FCAL-WIS.ORG.  THIS NEWSLETTER  IS MADE AVAILABLE IN 
LARGE PART DUE TO A GRANT FROM THE MOLE LAKE SOKAOGON CHIPPEWA COMMUNITY.

THANK YOU!
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Seven Pathways for the Spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species Across Wisconsin

AIS continues to pose a serious threat to Wisconsin’s  Waterways.  The DNR recognizes 7 main pathways that 
contribute to the spread.

1. MARITIME COMMERCE AND BALLAST WATER is a pathway focused on the Great Lakes. Ships can take in 
or drain water depending on their capacity, often carrying invasive species across vast distances.

2. MANMADE WATER CONNECTIONS OF CANALS, DAMS, AND DIVERSIONS link previously separated 
waterways.  These artificial connections allow AIS to bypass natural barriers and spread previously separated water 
bodies and spread further inland, impacting rivers and lakes across Wisconsin. 

3. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE PROVIDERS 
are a big pathway of concern when thinking about Forest County. 
Many people love to enjoy our Northwoods lakes and visit each year 
from all over the Midwest. When traveling, people can unknowingly 
spread aquatic invasive species to new areas by bringing species 
that were in their local lakes to our local lakes.

4. NON RECREATIONAL FISHING AND AQUACULTURE 
pathway brings to light secondary invasion pathways that deal with 
commercial and guided fishing activities as well as fish and bait 
production and sales. All of which could potentially move invasive 
species 

5. AQUATIC SURVEYING AND MONITORING. Yes, it’s true, 
the monitoring work coordinators and biologists do can potentially 
spread aquatic invasive species, if we are not careful. In a field 
season, AIS monitoring staff can visit several lakes a week. We have 
to make sure our equipment stays clean as they move from lake to 
lake. Coordinators and biologists follow protocols set in place by 
the state to clean and disinfect all of our gear. Each time we leave a 
waterbody.

6. TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY CORRIDORS such 
as roadways, railways and trails, represent a pathway mostly for 
terrestrial invasive species, however, corridors require draining, 
which creates opportunities for wetland invasive species like 
Phragmites and purple loosestrife to move along roadside and 
ditches. 

7. ORGANISMS IN TRADE focuses on aquatic plants and animals that have been introduced through trade. 
Mostly, these plants and animals have been obtained for specific purposes. Including landscaping, pets for classroom 
and laboratory use, and as bait or for consumption. This trade occurs through everyday sales by retail stores, markets 
or biological suppliers, and internet marketplaces. 

FLOW AIS Coordinator Derek Thorn has been working on his own project addressing the recreational activities 
and service providers pathway. Derek has been reaching out to lakeside resorts in the FLOW AIS area with the goal 
of educating resort guests on how to slow the spread of aquatic invasive species. As part of this project, Derek has 
distributed folders with AIS identification information sheets and tips on how to clean recreational gear to slow the 
spread of AIS. This year Derek will add cleaning stations to select resort boat landings. This will give guests the 
opportunity to clean their watercraft and gear right at the resort landing. 

Submitted by Derek Thorn, FLOW AIS Coordinator,  Liaison to Forest County Association of Lakes

Life’s Elixir
A drop, a stream, a vast expanse,
Water, the essence, life’s sweet dance
Flowing freely, pure and bright,
A beacon of hope, day and night.

In ripples and waves, it takes its form, 
A constant motion, weathering the storm.
Reflecting skies, a mirror clear, 
Water’s resilience, forever near.

From mountain peaks to ocean’s might, 
Water’s power, a guiding light.
Carving pathways, shaping land, 
A force of nature, understand.  

Each precious drop, a gift so true,
Let us cherish, and honor you.  
For life depends on every part, 
Water’s bounty, close to our heart. 

~AI Generated Poem
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2025 President’s Message

2025 FCAL Essay Winners Announced
Each year as a part of our education mission FCAL 

sponsors an essay contest focused on different aspects 
of our local lakes and their environs. This year’s topic 
asked students to consider their own relationship with 
nature: their connections to nature, ways we depend on 
it and ways nature depends on us. The students wrote 
about an encounter with a personified being from the 
natural world who teaches them something important 
about their relationship to nature. 

Thank you to the students and their teachers who 
participated in the essay contest for the fifth and sixth 
graders in Crandon, Laona and Wabeno. 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place prizes are awarded at the three schools in each 
grade. The Crandon library displays all the winning 
essays and they can be read on the FCAL website at  
fcal-wis.org. Authors of winning essays are invited 
along with two family members to attend the FCAL 
annual meeting in October.

Submitted by Clair Carty, Chairperson Essay Contest
Here is one of the top essays.    

Learning With Honey by Preston Hauser 
Crandon 5th Grade,  Teacher Lacey Palubicki

Once upon a time, there were two boys, Duke and David.  
Duke was a nice calm kid; on the other hand David was a little 
rascal.  “Hey Duke wanna come knock down beehives with me?”

“No, why would I do that?”said Duke questioningly. “Why 
not?”David insisted. “Because I like honey,” said Duke sarcastically.  
“You’re no fun” said David. ”Fine, I’ll go by myself,” hollered David 
while wandering in his garage. To grab his slingshot and bike.

David was riding  his red bike to the northwoods when he saw 
a sign that read Beware Talking Bees. “Sure there are,”says David 
sarcastically. There he pulled out his slingshot and shot at a beehive. 
Just then the hive fell and he started running before the bees started 
chasing him. 

A little bee crawled out, “Hey man, what was that for?” says the 
bee. “A.a. Are you talking?” ”Yes,” says the bee. “I guess the sign 
wasn’t lying, “ David thought. “Hello I’m still here,” squeaked the 
bee.  “Now tell me, do you like fruit?” “Um, yeah?” Duke replied. 
“Well without me you would not have any.” “Why not?” “Because 
I am a Carpenter Bee, and I pollinate plants and those plants grow 
fruit so without me the food chain would come crumbling down.  
So you see, I help you in many ways and this is how you repay 
me?” “I…I am sorry mister, uuh..what was your name again,” said 
David. “Corey, Corey Carpenter.” “OK I…I’m sorry.””

“Run along now,” ordered Corey. So that’s exactly what he 
did. David rode his bike, but on the way there he saw the hive he 
knocked down. Knowing what he had done he picked it back up 
and put it back up. 

 Once home, he and Duke are some fruit dipped in honey. “So 
I guess we do need bees after all,” said David. “Exactly, now you 
see my point,” murmured Duke.

That day, Duke learned to take responsibility for his actions.

AT RIGHT: Mark Smith FCAL, Caleb McGeshick 
Sokaogon Tribal Councilman, Diane Smith FCAL, Robert 

Van Zile Jr. Tribal Council Chairman, Sonja Knueppel 
Tribal Council Treasurer, Robert J. Smith Tribal Council 

Vice Chairman, Pamela Schroeder FCAL President.
On January 20th of this year, I was privileged 

to represent FCAL at the Annual Sokaogon Grant 
Presentation Ceremony at the Mole Lake Casino.  We 
were the grateful recipients of a $1000 grant.  We have 
been awarded a grant from the Sokaogon Chippewa Tribe 
every year that I have been in office (8) and in the years 
preceding my presence on the FCAL Board.  We apply for 
an award every year and are recommended as recipients 
by Mike Pruel who runs the Sokaogon fish hatchery.

This year was extra special because we were able 
to present a mono-filament disposal unit to the tribe 
that had been built by FCAL members Mike Smith and 
Greg Schmitz in 2024.  This was the project for which 
we had requested money in our grant application last 
year.  Greg and Mark plan to build more this year with 
funding made possible by this year’s grant award.  All 
Forest County Lake Associations are eligible to receive 
one of these disposal units at no cost  for their public 

boat landing.  They are available for sale to others for 
$150/unit.  An FCAL membership is $50/year.  You do 
the math and join us today!

In addition to the monofilament disposal unit, we 
also presented two membership certificates to two 
tribal businesses that became new members this year.  
Many thanks to our FCAL VP Greg Schmitz for putting 
together an ambitious mailing campaign to recruit new 
business members and to Diane Smith for creating 
framed membership certificates for our business 
members to display.  Great job Greg and Diane!

Check out our website at fcal-wis.org.
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According to David Andrews, CSO Environmental 
Working Group, “PFAS (Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances) sometimes called ‘forever chemicals’ do 
not break down and remain in the environment and 
people for decades”. They are used in many products 
such as cosmetics, clothing, nonstick cookware and 
medicines and  are found in all parts of the world and in 
the blood of most Americans. PFAS exposure can lead 
to prostate and testicular cancer, high cholesterol, low 
birth weight, negative effects on the liver, the immune 
system and hormones,

Last year, after increasing evidence that exposure to 
PFAS pose a health risk at even the smallest amounts, 
the EPA finalized limits on six specific PFAS out of 
thousands. 

In 2024, Wisconsin lowered the MCL (maximum 
contaminant level) for PFAS to 4 ppt (parts per trillion) to 
match the EPA’s standards in drinking water.  The DNR 
has water quality standards in surface water, requires 
permits for discharge that may contain PFAS and tests 

for PFAS in certain permit applications near known or 
suspected PFAS sites.  It also bans the use of firefighting 
foam with PFAS added, except in emergencies and for 
testing. 

Curious about that foam in the water?  It is 
important to remember that regardless of whether 
foam in the water is a result of natural causes, pollution 
or a combination of the two, it can present a human 
health risk.  The Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services recommends that everyone – people, pets, and 
especially young children – avoid surface water  foams. 
Wash skin that has touched surface water foam as soon 
as possible and always before preparing or eating food. 

To check for PFAS in your drinking water by zip 
code, you can use the Environmental Working Group’s 
Tap Water Database. This database allows you to search 
by zip code to see if PFAS and other pollutants have 
been detected in your local water system. 

Source: David Andrews, CSO Environmental Working Group

2025 FCAL Member Events
Lake Lucerne Advancement Association:
Membership Meetings      June 14 & August 30, 2025     9-10;30 am
5Kish Run 		        July 26, 2025		             7:45-10:00 am 
FCAL Fall Forum	      August 15, 2025	             9:30-11:30 am
Family Fun Day   	      August 2, 2025     	             8:00am -4:00 pm
Golf Outing-Nicolet GC  July 26, 2025	  		      TBD

Roberts Lake Association:
       Annual Fisheree 	 Roberts Lake Clubhouse Grounds	 Saturday, August 9, 2025
       General Membership Meetings				   May 31 and August 30, 2025

Butternut/Franklin Lake Association: 
Annual Meeting/Brunch,	 Saturday, July 19, 2025	 8:30 am
BFLA Nature Program	 Saturday, August 9, 2025 	3 pm.  Meet at the Hiles North Fire Station
(Check Butternut/Franklin Lakes Association page for book club information)
�FLOW-AIS Annual Meeting	 Friday, June 12, 2025 contact flowais@lumberjackrcd.org for more information and to RSVP. 
�WRISC Annual Meeting 	 Friday, June 6, 2025 at Belgiumtown Restaurant in Stephenson, MI  
from 9 am – noon; contact wildriverscwma@gmail.com for more information and to RSVP. 

FOREST COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF LAKES EVENTS: 
FCAL Annual Forest County 5th and 6th Grades Essay Contest 		           May, 2025
FCAL Annual Newsletter sent to all riparian landowners in Forest County	          June, 2025
FCAL Kentuck Day Educational Booth					              July 26, 2025
FCAL  Fall Forum discussing concerns and developments on area lakes	          August 15, Lake Lucerne Pavilion, 9-11 am
FCAL  Forest County High School Environment Day			            September 2025 TBD
FCAL  Annual Meeting						               October 18, 2025 Wolf River Rendezvous

Per- and Poly- What?? 

Please consider 
becoming a member so 
these valuable events 
are able to continue 
for the betterment of 
Forest County Lakes.
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Wake Sports Pose Numerous Threats 
to our Lakes and Rivers

WAVE DAMAGE - Enhanced waves from wake boats are three to twelve times more powerful than standard 
ski-boat waves, according to a 2022 study by the University of Minnesota.  These waves cause damage to boats, 
docks, piers, and shorelines. 

FISH NESTS AND VEGETATION - Powerful downward prop wash rips up vegetation, decimates fish nests, 
and agitates the lake bottom, releasing toxins buried in the sediment.

CROWDING - Wake boats crowd out other water activities, including fishing, swimming, tubing, waterskiing, 
and paddle sports.

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES - Wake boat ballast systems may harbor aquatic invasive species like the spiny 
water flea and stony starwort that destroy aquatic habitats and make lakes unlivable for native flora, fauna and 
people. 

We have gotten reports from around the state the past year that are troubling.  Many underwater humps and 
reefs that previously held beneficial vegetation are now bare,  Vegetative flats are also getting destroyed.  Of further 
concern is the potential decline in needed dissolved oxygen levels due to sediment disruption.  

Source: “Lakes at Stake” https://www.lakesatstake.org
Mike Arrowwood, State Chairman, Walleyes for Tomorrow

FYI - On April 21, 2025, the Town of Freedom 
Passed a Local Ordinance Which States Wake 

Enhancement is Prohibited. 
   Use of ballast tanks, bags, fins or other devices or continuous 
operation at transition speed causing wake enhancement or 

operating a motorboat in an artificial  
bow-high manner causing wake enhancement is prohibited.

WELCOME AUSTIN BABICH  
FOREST COUNTY’S 

NEW WARDEN!  
He can be reached at 608-896-5217 or 

at austin.babich@wisconsin.gov

Visit this website for a 4-minute 
video on how sargassum seaweed, 
a type of algae bloom in the ocean, 
is being made into flexible,  plastic 

packaging and sustainable agriculture 
products.  Yay, science!

https://vimeo.com/1022338679

FCAL 
Objectives…
1.  Education/Sharing… 
To educate the Forest County 
public and riparian owners on 
issues and to facilitate dialogue 
between organizations and 
governmental bodies.
2.  Long Range Planning… 
To participate in long-range 
planning efforts regarding the 
water resources of Forest County. 
3.  Regulatory/Enforcing… 
Facilitate efforts of the 
governmental bodies to enforce 
regulations  which affect inland 
water bodies usage and water 
quality.
4.  Cooperative… 
Provide a vehicle for greater 
cooperative efforts between 
riparian owners, riparian users, 
appropriate governmental agencies 
and the citizens of Forest County.
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The loon population in Wisconsin has been 
declining in recent years. Poor water clarity, climate 
change, habitat loss, lead poisoning 
from fishing lures, mercury exposure 
have all negatively impacted the 
loon population.  According to the 
Loon Project, the loon population in 
northern Wisconsin has declined by 
22% in the past 25 years. You may have 
noticed decreases in loon numbers 
on your lake. Results of the decline 
include less surviving chicks, chicks lighter in weight 
and the number of young rogue loons returning each 
year. 

How do these environmental factors influence the 
loon population?  Water clarity is impacted by climate 
change. More frequent and intense downpours wash 
sediments into our waters making it hard for loons to 
hunt. Lakeshore development and watercraft recreation 
can destroy nesting habitats so loons can’t raise chicks. 
Pollution causes a variety of damage to loons. Oil can 
cover their feathers making it impossible for loons to 
swim, dive or fly. Acid rain kills their food sources. 

Lead poisoning and mercury exposure can either kill 
loons or cause reproductive failure and abnormal chick 

development. The result; loons can’t 
breed or their weaker chicks are less 
apt to survive. The chicks are lighter 
in weight (weaker) and the numbers 
of two-chick broods are fewer. Because 
the numbers of surviving chicks are 
less, the numbers of young loons 
returning to our lakes each year is  
decreased.

We need to be aware of the danger to our loon 
population. The declines described above could 
ultimately affect the survival of the loon species. 

What can we do? We can help protect our wonderful 
friends by asking our lawmakers to prioritize birds and 
their habitats. We can add native plants to our gardens, 
avoid pesticides and trade in lead fishing tackle for 
non-toxic options. We can also be stewards on our 
lakes, keeping respectful distances (and reminding 
others) when we view our loon friends so that they can 
continue to thrive in the northern lakes of Wisconsin. 

Submitted by Pat Schultz, FCAL Board Member

By Kayla Littleton, Forest County Land Conservation/Land Information Director
Each year lake property owners in the county may see damage along their shorelines from ice shove. Ice shove or 

ice push occurs when the temperature increases as spring approaches, causing the ice to melt and start to break up. 
Weakening ice with strong winds can be a bad combination for our shorelines in Forest County. 

There are a few options to consider to help shorelines from getting too damaged from ice shove or other erosion, 
like waves and water runoff. Vegetation along shorelines is the most beneficial to help erosion, specifically native plants. 
Native plants are well-suited to their local environments and have developed root systems that are particularly effective 

at stabilizing soil. Along shorelines, where water erosion is a constant 
threat, native plants like grasses, sedges, and shrubs help to bind the soil, 
preventing it from washing away during increased wave action due to 
storms or recreational use. Their deep, fibrous roots hold the soil together 
and reduce the impact of wave action, which helps maintain the integrity 
of the shoreline and prevents the loss of land. Non-native plants and 
turf grasses have no soil stabilizing capabilities and fail to adapt to local 
conditions in the way native plants do. Native plants typically require 
fewer resources, such as water, fertilizers, and pesticides, compared 
to non-native species. Since they are well-adapted to the local climate, 
they are more drought-tolerant and resistant to pests and diseases. This 
makes them a more sustainable and cost-effective choice for shoreline 
restoration.

 In the visual attached, you can see the comparison of root depth 

Declining Loon Populations

Native Plants and Their Importance to Our Shorelines     
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Dear FCAL Member,
We are pleased that you have been a member of the Forest County Association of Lakes 

(FCAL) or are joining us now. It’s time to renew/begin your FCAL membership. As a 501C 
(3) organization, FCAL is dedicated to preserving the beauty and health of Forest County’s 
inland water bodies, habitats, and watersheds. By joining us, your FCAL Membership can 
play a vital role in supporting education, research, and conservation efforts that benefit our 
community and environment.

FCAL offers a variety of educational activities such as an annual essay contest to the three Forest County Elementary 
schools with cash prizes awarded at each school. We send an annual newsletter to all FC riparian landowners.  We 
have two display booths at Kentuck Days in Crandon where we hand out information on invasive species, clean 
boats-clean water, shoreline management, lead-free sinkers, and  much more.  Our Fall Forum invites water,  fish, 
and invasive species specialists to be in dialog with FC lake residents. In September we host Environmental Day for 
Forest County high schools where we offer eight outdoor learning stations. 

An FCAL Membership offers numerous benefits to you. Your FCAL Membership will get you our annual 
newsletter, access to our new website and an invitation to our annual meeting. Being an  FCAL member will provide 
you with the chance to contribute to meaningful environmental initiatives. To pay the annual $25.00 membership fee, 
scan the QR code in the upper right corner which will take you directly to  the FCAL link, or send your payment along 
with the attached Membership Application to FCAL’s treasurer, Robert Ebben.  Thank you for your consideration to 
renewing your membership for 2025.

Sincerely,
Pam Schroeder President, Greg Schmitz VP, Katherine Babcock Secretary, Robert Ebben Treasurer
Forest County Association of Lakes

in a few different species. You may notice that turf 
grass has a very shallow root system in comparison to 
the others, which are native plants. If you have lake or 
river property, take a look at what is growing near the 
shoreline and consider taking the appropriate steps to 
stabilize the soil, to not only prevent erosion into our 
water, but to maintain the integrity of your property. 
Rock RipRap is also an option for shorelines when it 
comes to erosion and ice shove, but is not guaranteed 
to prevent damage. Even when riprap is installed in the 
correct quantity, slope, and at the right elevation, ice can 
still cause extensive damage to a shoreline. 

In any project that the Forest County Land 
Conservation/Land Information assists with for 
shoreline restoration, we always require at least a 4-6 foot 
buffer of native plantings along a shoreline, whether it be 
riprapped or not. When doing projects on your shoreline, 
do not forget to inquire about permits that may be needed. 
You should contact your local zoning office and the WI 
DNR before doing work on or near your shoreline.  

For more information contact Kayla Littleton,  
Forest County Land Conservation and Land Information 

Director at 715-478-1387 or 
by email at lcctech@co.forest.wi.us.
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please remember…
• ������Thoroughly clean and dry fishing equipment, bait buckets, 

boats and trailers before using again.
• �Empty all water from equipment before transporting.
• ��Remove all mud, plants and aquatic life from equipment.
• �Do not move fish or plants form one body of water �to another.
• �Be respectful and courteous to one another on all lakes and 

waterways.
With appreciation from the Forest County Association of Lakes

� Check out the new FCAL Website for up-to-date news, lake events and resources. Go to www.fcal-wis.org

  Be sure and support these business sponsors 
as they continue to support FCAL and Forest County.

BUSINESSES THAT GAVE US GRANTS
Sokaogon Chippewa Community, Mole Lake                              CoVantage Credit Union

Trailside Hide Away Campground, Laona
Charlie’s Lake Metonga Resort

Waters Edge Lodge on Lake Lucerne
Northern Lake Service

Hometown MFG INC., Crandon
Sokaogon C-Store

Lake View Resort, Lake Metonga
Crandon Senior Snoop Shop

Schaefer’s IGA
Johnnie’s Resort
Laona State Bank

Associated Bank
Crandon Docks and Lifts

Road House 139
Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC)

Tamarack Outfitters, Crandon
Last Resort on Lily River
Conway Ace Hardware

Town of Blackwell
County of Forest

Yeti’s Drive-In

“Make your heart like a lake, with a calm, still surface, and great depths of kindness.”   
-Lao Tzu
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