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1 FLOW AIS QUARTERLY UPDATE

FLOW AIS continued to have a busy field season since July. Coordinator
Derek Thorn conducted a lot of lake monitoring for aquatic invasive
species, participated in education outreach events throughout the FLOW
AIS area, and partnered with area CIZMAS to help catalog the extent of
invasive species populations.

Coordinator Thorn helped Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition
(WRISC) to map out the extent of Flowering Rush at Seagull Bar in
Marinette County. FLOW and Timberland Invasive Species Partnership
(TIP) also spent a few days in the summer mapping new populations of
Phragmites in Oconto and Langlade County. Chemical management was
done at sites in Oconto county by TIP.

Coordinator Thorn was part of a two day European Frogbit removal in
Marinette County. over 1,200 pounds were removed and properly disposed
of. Many area organizations came tother to help with the removal effort,
Organizations include but are not limited to the WDNR staff, WRISC,
FLOW AIS, UW Extension Lakes, Marinette County Land and Water, UW
Green Bay, and Menomonie County AIS. See photos below from event.




Education Outreach

Coordinator Derek Thorn was part of two different environmental field
days in the FLOW AIS area. Coordinator Thorn presented on AIS and
their impact to 4™ and 5™ graders in Marinette County for three days,
reaching over 430 students in Marinette County during the event. (see
photo bottom right) Thorn along with WRISC also presented to the high
school students of Crandon, Laona, and Wabeno in Forest County,
demonstrating how to prevent the spread of both terrestrial and aquatic
invasive species (see photo right).

Lastly Thorn also held a booth at the Wisconsin Waterfowl and Trappers
Convention in Antigo with Chris Hamerla of Golden Sands RC&D and
Langlade County staff. Over 130 convention attendees stopped by the
booth to talk about different invasives species known statewide and their
impact on the landscape. It was great to have attendees come to the booth
with both their own stories and interest and not just questions on species
(see photo bottom left) Thorn is looking forward to these events in the
future.

Photo Verification Tips

This year several lake associations in the FLOW AIS area suspected they found
new aquatic invasives species on their lake. Unfortunately, some of them were
correct in their findings. The suspicion sparked a flood of identification photos
coming into the FLOW AIS email box. If you suspect a lake of having invasive
species, please be sure to send a picture where we can confidently identify the
plant or animal in question. For example, if you are going to take a photo of a
suspected Eurasian Watermilfoil plant be sure to get a clear picture of the number
of leaflet branches coming off of a leaf. If a plant has 12 or more leaflets it is going
to be Eurasian Watermilfoil if not it is most likely going to be a native milfoil or
another native aquatic plant. See examples to the left of a good ID photo for both
the Chinese Mystery Snail (top) and Eurasian Watermilfoil (bottom). Many
invasive species can be verified by photo and do not need to be seen in person for
verification.




Purple Loosestrife Project Results

This year FLOW AIS partnered with WHIP (Wisconsin Headwaters Invasive Species Partnership) also of
Lumberjack RCD, Vilas County Land and Water and Forest County Land and Water, to combine their purple
loosestrife biocontrol efforts and work together. The project in total covered seven total counties in the
Lumberjack RC&D area. With the combined efforts and the use of two mass rearing cages the group was able
to collect 300 beetles to start in each cage with 65 plants per cage. Collectively the group was able to release a
total of 6,300 beetles across 15 different sites. This October, Derek Thorn, (FLOW AIS Coordinator) Rosie
Page, (WHIP Coordinator) and Kayla Littleton (Forest County Land Information/GIS Technician), were able to
collect over 120 Purple Loosestrife plants off of Lake Michigan in Marinette County. The plants will be
overwintered this year and be used in both cages next year. See photos of this season’s project below.

Upcoming Projects For FLOW AIS

e Applying for a surface water grant that will focus
on educating resort guests on Aquatic invasive species
e Enter in data from past field season.
e Stay in touch with monitors doing winter sampling.
e Plan events and field work for 2024
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