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1 FLOW 2023 YEARLY REVIEW  
FLOW AIS had another great year filled with education outreach, AIS 
response monitoring, Purple Loosestrife biocontrol, European Frogbit 
removal in Marinette County (see photo below), and Citizens Lake 
Monitoring Network coordination. 

FLOW AIS partnered for many of the 
education outreach events in 2023. FLOW 
partnered with TIP to present to 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th graders at Fairview Elementary in 
Oconto. (photo bottom left) FLOW 
partnered with WRISC to talk to high 
school students in Forest County. FLOW 
Partnered with Golden Sands and Langlade 
County to hold a booth at the Wisconsin 
Waterfowl and Trapper Convention in 
Antigo. The biggest outreach event in 2023 
FLOW AIS was involved in Envirothon 
put on by Marinette County, reaching over 
400 elementary school students in the 
entire county, in just three days. (photo 
bottom right)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2023, in addition to FLOW AIS offering in person training for the Clean Boats Clean Waters Program. 
FLOW AIS in conjunction with Oneida, Vilas, and Lincoln County released an online training for Clean Boats 
Clean Waters inspectors to take at their own convenience. FLOW AIS received very positive feedback on the 
new training option and looks forward to its continued use in 2024.  
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FLOW AIS partnered with WHIP, Vilas County, and Forest County for Purple Loosestrife biocontrol. Rasing a 
total of 6,803 Purple Loosestrife beetles for 12 different purple loosestrife populations in six different counties 
within the Lumberjack RC&D area. FLOW AIS plans on continuing to partner with WHIP for the coming field 
season in 2024. FLOW and WHIP have 100 Purple Loosestrife plants currently overwintering, ready to be 
planted and set in the Purple Loosestrife cages in the spring of 2024. 

 

 

Photos above of Purple Loosestrife work in 2023. (Left) Coordinator Thorn watering plants inside Purple 
Loosestrife cage. (Right) Coordinator Thorn digging Purple Loosestrife in Marinette off of Lake Michigan.  

FLOW AIS Grants Applications In 2024 
 
For 2024 FLOW AIS continues to apply for the Lake Monitoring Protection 
Network funding from the Wisconsin DNR with Forest, Langlade, Marinette, 
and Oconto counties. The funding is noncompetitive and is the base funding 
that the FLOW AIS program works under. The funding from each county also 
provides the region that FLOW AIS covers within Lumberjack RC&D.  
 
FLOW AIS is also applying for a supplemental AIS grant through the 
Wisconsin DNR for 2024. The grant will focus on education and outreach to 
resort owners and their guests on the impacts invasive species have on our 
Wisconsin waterbodies. Along with education of AIS to resort guests, the grant 
will work to slow the spread of invasives species when guests come in or leave 
a resort. FLOW AIS has identified that aquatic invasive species that could be 
transferred from lake to lake that have resorts on them is an unnoticed Pathway of spread throughout Wisconsin. 
If funded FLOW AIS is hoping to bring that pathway of transfer to light. 
 
Currently, the Wisconsin DNR has identified seven different existing pathways that invasive species can be 
commonly spread through. They are:  
 

1. Canals, dams, and diversions. 
2. Recreational activities and service providers (boat marinas and repair shops) 
3. Non-recreational fishing and aquaculture. 
4. Organisms in trade (pet shops)  
5. Transportation and utility corridors. 
6. Aquatic surveying and monitoring aquatic surveying and monitoring activities. 



https://www.facebook.com/langladewaterways 

7. Maritime commerce 
 
FLOW AIS has found a similar education and outreach program going on in Minnesota that FLOW AIS will use 
as a template for this project if it gets funded. If funded the grant will cover the entire FLOW AIS area. 
 
Outlook For 2024 
 
Starting this year, along with shipping Citizen Lake Monitoring Network supplies to Oconto County volunteers, 
FLOW AIS will also ship supplies to Marinette County volunteers. FLOW AIS will continue to distribute 
supplies to volunteers and provide training to teach volunteers monitoring in all four counties. If monitoring 
supplies get lost or broken FLOW AIS also works to replace them . The Northern Citizens Lake Monitoring 
Coordinator (DNR) will continue to ship supplies to volunteers in Forest and Langlade counties. Giving the 
FLOW area 100% coverage.  
 
Also new for 2024, FLOW AIS plans to hold a Project RED training for interested citizen volunteers. Project 
RED (Riverine Early Detectors) is much like the Citizens Lake Monitoring Network Program but instead of 
monitoring on lakes, Project RED volunteers monitor rivers and streams for invasives species. FLOW AIS 
believes that Project RED could have a big impact on locating new European Frogbit populations in Marinette 
and Oconto County. FLOW AIS is looking to hold a Project RED training this summer in either Marinette or 
Oconto in June. Look for more details in our April newsletter.  

 
Throughout 2023 FLOW AIS heard a lot interest in 
Snapshot Day. Both by counties and lake associations. 
FLOW AIS plans to hold the main event in Marinette 
County this year but will work with lake associations and 
counties if there is interest in holding a secondary event. 
FLOW AIS has held two snapshot day events in the past 
and would not have an issue coordinating multiple events 
with assistance. New this year, Snapshot Day will be held 
statewide on Saturday August 10th. FLOW AIS is excited 
that there has been so much interest expressed in the 
event this year and is looking forward to the event. 
 
 
 

Photo above. Paul Skawinski explaining different aquatic 
 plants during Snapshot Day 2023 in Oconto  
 
Conferences In 2024 FLOW AIS Plans on Attending  
 
Lakes and Rivers Convention  April 10-12 
UMISC (Duluth)   November 12-14th 
 

Langlade County Waterways Association (LCWA) has a new Facebook page! 
Scan the QR code or click the link below to be brought to the LCWA page and the FLOW AIS Page. Please Follow. 

https://www.facebook.com/langladewaterways?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWRIEss3BX7eVw_OkGx6TwnPQFXR-ZwLiqodVfugpi3aohkZXJAY8x1chw_R5HX67aDHNHtsBtrZMbxwyhnLQdzW62PaN5kJkA4_DivqiiwFuvzaKyQQw9hBXv931wOZsQ7gvu7LWxb0s47ENYgLpbk47zP_gMEfgeH4A9riLOAHi5j5qz-mh0ixpfHkwBenIU&__tn__=-%5dK-R


2 FLOW AIS WORD SEARCH  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FLOW AIS Is a Part of Lumberjack RCD 

Contact 

FLOW AIS 
315 S. Oneida Ave. 
Rhinelander WI, 54501 
Office phone:715-490-3325 
flowais@lumberjackrcd.org 
Website:https://lumberjackrcd.org/flow
-ais-program 
 

FLOW AIS 
315 S. Oneida Ave. 
Rhinelander WI, 54501 
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Word Bank: Walleye, Northern, Muskie, 
Perch, Largemouth, Smallmouth, Bluegill, 
Pumpkinseed, Bullhead, Goldfish 
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