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1 FLOW AIS QUARTERLY REVIEW   
With hints of an early spring on the horizon earlier in the year FLOW AIS had 
another busy start to the year. In addition to shipping out Oconto Counties yearly 
Citizen Lake Monitoring Network supplies to its chemistry volunteers, FLOW 
AIS also delivered supplies to Marinette’s chemistry volunteers this year. Many 
volunteers in the area were excited to begin monitoring with the first early ice out. 
A few members of area lake groups were interested in beginning clarity 
monitoring this year in the FLOW area as well. With the early ice out FLOW AIS 
Coordinator Derek Thorn has already been able to train those new volunteers.  

The purple loosestrife partnership between FLOW, WHIP, Vilas, and Forest 
County will continue in 2024. The partnership decided to overwinter 100 plants 
this year along with digging fresh plants this spring. The partnership is eager to 
get the plants potted up and placed in the two cages, ready to go for beetle rearing 
season. Many of the FLOW AIS purple loosestrife sites will be receiving their 
third year of beetle deposits. Last year, the partnership was able to rear over 6,000 
beetles for the whole seven county area, the partnership is hoping that with signs 
of an early spring there may be greater beetle numbers this year.  

Coordinator Derek Thorn will also be assisting WHIP Coordinator Rosie Page 
with WPS funded purple loosestrife work in the Lake Mohawksin and Grandfather 
Falls area this summer.  

Flow AIS Coordinator Derek Thorn was asked to be a part of the Upper Midwest 
Invasive Species Conference (UMISC) aquatic sub planning committee and part of 
the UMISC artwork committee group to get ready for this year’s conference in 
Duluth. Both committees have worked hard on finding great presentations topics and 
art pieces for those attending the conference this November.  

Lastly, FLOW AIS has been able to give two presentations to area schools so far this 
year. FLOW AIS Coordinator Derek Thorn visited White Lake school in Langlade 
County along with Abby Vogt from the Timberland Invasive Partnership and Katie 
Bahr- Bender the Education Outreach Specialist for Langlade County. The three 
spoke to students on terrestrial and aquatic invasive species and how they impact our 
area along with information on the area poster contest. Derek also spoke to students 

in Laona with Pam Schroeder, the Forest County Association of Lakes President. Pam and Derek gave presentations on 
“how our lakes change over time” to prepare the students for the area essay contest.  

Grant Updates  
Statewide Grant Information  

Statewide, 248 eligible applicants applied for 9.1 million dollars’ worth of grants from the DNR surface water grant 
Program. The statewide budget for lakes, rivers and AIS work is just over 6.2 million for 2024. 145 organizations will 
participate in Clean Boats Clean Waters monitoring this year. 38 different organizations applied for the Lake Monitoring 
Network Protection Funding through the surface water grant program. This is the same funding pool that gives FLOW 
AIS its baseline funding. Overall, in 2024 68 of the 72 counties in Wisconsin will be utilizing the Lake Monitoring 
Protection Network funds to fund AIS education, outreach and monitoring work.  
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FLOW AIS Grant Information Update 

FLOW AIS has begun work on its resort pathways grant working on educating resort owners and their guests on the 
impacts aquatic invasive species have on our area lakes. Coordinator Derek Thorn is very excited for this project 
opportunity and is currently working on creating the outreach material and resort gust survey for the area resorts. Derek is 
looking forward to the feedback on AIS awareness from the resort guests that this project will bring. 

Elton Creek Whirling Disease Notice From the Wisconsin DNR Published April 3rd 2024  
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) urges anglers to properly clean their gear after discovering the 
parasite Myxobolus cerebralis in Elton Creek in Langlade County.  

Elton Creek is a Class 1 trout stream that recently tested positive for Myxobolus cerebralis below Elton Springpond and at 
Highway 64. 

Myxobolus cerebralis is a microscopic parasite that damages the 
cartilage and nerve tissue of trout and salmon and has been 
known to cause whirling disease. 

“It’s unknown how Myxobolus cerebralis will impact our local 
trout populations at this time,” said Justine Hasz, DNR Fisheries 
Management Bureau Director. “In some states where the parasite 
has been found, trout and salmon have developed whirling 
disease, which has negatively impacted their local populations. 
However, other states with the parasite have seen no evidence of 
fish with whirling disease nor have they seen their trout and 
salmon populations impacted.” 

Although no fish have been discovered in Wisconsin with clinical 
symptoms of the disease, the DNR is implementing a surveillance 
program to determine if any additional trout populations have 
been affected. 

Anglers should watch for trout or salmon displaying any signs of 
whirling disease like blackened tails, skeletal deformities or 
swimming in circles, and report sightings to their local fisheries 
biologist. These signs are not exclusive to whirling disease. 

Myxobolus cerebralis is only capable of infecting trout and 
salmon, with rainbow and brook trout thought to be the most susceptible. It cannot infect other fish species and poses no 
threat to humans or household pets like cats and dogs. 

Though cooking harvested fish according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s food safety guidelines is always 
recommended, anglers are encouraged to never consume fish that appear sick or diseased. 

Help Minimize The Spread 
This parasite is nearly impossible to eradicate once it has been established, but steps can be taken to limit the spread. The 
DNR reminds anglers of the importance of cleaning and disinfecting their gear after fishing. 



Anglers are encouraged to wear rubber-bottomed boots or waders. All water, aquatic vegetation, and/or mud that might 
contain the parasite should be removed from their fishing equipment streamside before being thoroughly cleaned. All 
fishing equipment, including boats, trailers, boots, waders, nets and float tubes should then be dried completely before 
being used again. 

It’s also important to remember to not dispose of fish tissue or by-products into bodies of water to prevent the spread of 
aquatic invasive species and other fish diseases. 

Lakes and Rivers Convention Highlights  
FLOW AIS attended the Lakes and Rivers Convention in Stevens point April 10th-12th. FLOW AIS Coordinator Derek 
Thorn attended over 18 different presentations that covered, the clean water act, lake heath, aquatic plant management and 
DASH systems, wake boats, grass carp, purple loosestrife and native plantings, and organisms in trade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Next for FLOW AIS 

• AIS spring partnership meeting  
• More AIS education outreach with area groups  
• Purple loosestrife cage set up  
• Oconto CBCW training at Riverview Town Hall (May 18th, 9:00am) 
• Invasive species monitoring  
• Appear at lake association meetings. 
• European Frogbit collaborative brainstorming  
• Attend a plant ID training day at Kemp Natural Resource Station. The event is organized by UW Extension Lakes 

  

Derek Thorn holding Larry the alligator at 
the J&R aquatic animal rescue booth. 

Derek Thorn next to purple loosestrife beetle 
at the art exhibit (not actual beetle size) 



2 FLOW AIS WORDSEARCH 
 

 
FLOW AIS Is a Part of Lumberjack RCD 

Contact 

FLOW AIS 
315 S. Oneida Ave. 
Rhinelander WI, 54501 
Office phone:715-490-3325 
flowais@lumberjackrcd.org 
Website:https://lumberjackrcd.org/flow
-ais-program 
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